
EAPS Health, Morbidity, and Mortality Working Group

“Living Longer, Living Better? Inequality in Health and Longevity”

Health and Socioeconomic Status: Exploring LIS/LWS Data

Teresa Munzi (LIS)
Piotr R. Paradowski (LIS & Gdansk University of Technology) 



Overview of 
Luxembourg Income Study (LIS)



LIS history in a nutshell

• Founded in 1983 by two US academics (Professors Tim Smeeding and Lee Rainwater) and a team of 

multi-disciplinary researchers in Europe out of the need to be able to compare income 

distributions across countries:
– Which welfare state policies work in order to protect risk groups, e.g. which public and private transfers provide income in old 

age? 

– What is needed to compare well income data across countries? 

• Originally focused on income and high-income countries, LIS has gradually expanded its coverage 

to:
– middle- (since the 2000’s – still on-going) and low-income countries (very recently)

– wealth data (since the 2000’s): LWS Database

• Currently directed by Professor Peter Lanjouw, LIS’ main strategy and priorities are set by a Board 

including experts from all participating countries (currently presided by Professor François 

Bourguignon)

• LIS is supported in large part by the Luxembourg government and the US NSF, as well as by other 

national or supranational funders – supplemented by project-specific grants



LIS Partners

• Two LIS Satellite Offices:
– US LIS Satellite Office at the Stone Centre on Socio-Economic Inequality (CUNY University, New York)

– UK LIS Satellite Office at the International Inequalities Institute (LSE, London) 

• Several ongoing collaborations: 
– LISER (Luxembourg Institute for Socio-Economic Research)

– University of Luxembourg

– European Commission (JRC)

– World Bank (Poverty Global Practice and Development Economics Unit)

– OECD (Income and Wealth Distribution Databases - IDD / WDD)

– ERF (Economic Research Forum)

– UN-ECE (Economic Commission for Europe)

– UN-ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbeans)

– UN-ESCWA (Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia)

– UN-WIDER (University World Institute for Development Economics Research)

– World Inequality Lab (WIL) at the Paris School of Economics



LIS mission
To enable, facilitate, promote, and conduct cross-national comparative 
research on socio-economic outcomes and on the institutional factors 

that shape those outcomes.



LIS Core activity: 
harmonisation and provision of data 

for research

Step 1. We identify appropriate datasets containing income / wealth / 
consumption microdata representative of a country’s population 

 Data must be neutral, reliable, and high-quality

Step 2. We negotiate with each data provider

Step 3. We collect, harmonize and document the data

 LIS’ data experts harmonize the data into a common, cross-
national template, and create comprehensive documentation

Step 4. We double-check the harmonized data and create some national-level 
indicators

Step 5. We make the harmonized microdata available to researchers via remote 
execution, and other user-friendly pathways



LIS: users, products, services

Thousands of data users - and growing

• remote execution system enables use around the world (an average of 1,000 
researchers submit 80,000 jobs remotely every year, 100,000 last year for the first 
time!)

• free access for students in all countries, data providers and their staffs and researchers 
from contributing member countries

Pedagogical activities

• annual Summer Workshop 

• local workshops

• self-teaching packages and on-line tutorials

Research activities and support

• user and research conferences

• visiting scholar program - LIS(2)ER Visitors Program 

• working paper series (N=989 papers)

• quarterly newsletter (N=34 issues)

• edited books



Overview of LIS/LWS Databases



Overview of the LIS Databases

Two cross-national harmonised databases that allow 
international comparative research using micro-data:

• Luxembourg Income Study Database- LIS (focus on 
income): 975 datasets from 53 countries  (1963 to 2024)

• Luxembourg Wealth Study Database- LWS (focus on 
wealth): 131 datasets from 24 countries (1995 to 2022).

Additionally:  

• ERF-LIS (MENA Region) Database: 29 datasets from 7 
countries (1996 to 2019).

Upcoming: 

• Luxembourg Consumption Study Database- LCS (focus on 
Consumption): foreseen to be released in 2026





Data access

Output

Accessibility

Publicly available Researchers only

Any sophisticated 
statistical analysis

Extensive set of income 
& wealth indicators, 
incl. disaggregations

‘Core’ income 
inequality indicators

LIS Key Figures

DART

LISSY

Interactive 
Table maker and 
visualisation tool

Tables of key 
indicators

Statistical 
programming

Mode of access



• Fully automated, running 24 hours/day and 7 days/week

• Job Submission Interface (JSI): send statistical batch programs (SAS, SPSS, Stata or R) 
automatically processed and reports back aggregated results

• Micro-databases cannot be downloaded and no direct access to the data is 
permitted. Only aggregated results from statistical requests are sent back to the 
users 

• Access to LISSY is granted to researchers, incl. students, working for an academic, 
government or non-profit organization under the condition that use of the micro-
data is restricted to research purposes only

LISSY: remote-execution system



LISSY: remote-execution system

https://webui.lisdatacenter.org/userinterface/


LIS/LWS variable lists





Flow variables (LIS/LWS Databases)



Flow variables (LWS Database only)



ex. Country specific variables (socio-demographics)

health_c: subjective health status

health_us20:

           1  excellent

           2  very good

           3  good

           4  fair

           5  poor

health_uk18:

           1 very good

           2 good

           3 fair

           4 bad

           5 very bad

health_de19:

           1 very good

           2 good

           3 satisfactory

           4 poor

           5 bad



Research with LIS/LWS data



Distribution of LIS users by academic 
discipline



Frequency of topics in keywords



LIS microdata in conjunction with 
external data

• ”macro-macro”
– mainly pooled time-series-cross-sectional models; LIS/LWS 

microdata aggregated, for either dependent or 
independent variables

• ”macro-micro”
– multi-level models; LIS/LWS data (households or persons) 

nested in countries to assess “effect” of country-level 
variables on micro-level outcomes and/or micro-level 
slopes

• ”micro-micro”
– statistical matching models; LIS/LWS microdata can be 

matched/merged with other individual-level data that 
include e.g. subjective wellbeing variables



▪ Looking at LIS Working Papers, health outcomes often come from 
external sources (mortality registries, SHARE, national health surveys).

▪ Papers focused on redistribution and poverty measure the impact of 
medical spending or in-kind health benefits rather than self-reported 
health; subjective health status in LIS data utilized as covariate.

▪ Key takeways form LIS Working Papers on health and related issues:

▪ Health costs reshape who is poor; accounting for out-of-packet changes 
poverty/redistribution.

▪ Relative deprivation links to mortality; individual deprivation dominates area 
inequality.

▪ Valuing in-kind health benefits shifts measured living standards.

▪ Care sectors are large, gendered, migrant-reliant; penalties persist.

▪ Ageing & policy design shape later-life income and health-care use.

Research done 
with LIS data on health and related issues



What’s available (outside LIS core 
variables) — at a glance

Visiting Scholars @ LIS can access pre-harmonized health 
& well-being content in original LIS source datasets.
• Deprivation items (e.g. housing, environment, safety).
• Health (e.g. COVID-19, women's health (child birth), 

health condition limiting activity).
• Subjective well-being & social capital (e.g. life 

satisfaction, trust, networks).
• Child well-being (schooling, health, vaccination, 

reasons for non-attendance)
• Other: access to transport/schools, work 

environment/stress, childcare



Who to contact?

• LISSY Registration issues/general inquiries: 
admin@lisdatacenter.org

• Data & LISSY issues: 
usersupport@lisdatacenter.org

• Publications/Working Papers: 
publication@lisdatacenter.org 

• LIS staff, available here 

mailto:admin@lisdatacenter.org
mailto:usersupport@lisdatacenter.org
mailto:publication@lisdatacenter.org
https://www.lisdatacenter.org/about-lis/team/


Thank you for your attention
Any questions are welcome !

Teresa Munzi
LIS Director of Operations
munzi@lisdatacenter.org

Piotr R. Paradowski, PhD
paradowski@lisdatacenter.org

mailto:munzi@lisdatacenter.org
mailto:paradowski@lisdatacenter.org
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